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Status

This is the third report of the Sub-committee, prepared by the Co-ordinator.  The rest of the membership of the sub-committee is:

· Dr. Tunde Adegbola (tadegbola@alt-i.org, taintransit@yahoo.com, Associate lecturer, University of Ibadan, Ibadan (Nigeria) (also Executive Director of the African Languages Technology Initiative)

· Dr. Nimaan Abdillahi (nimaan.abdillahi@univ-avignon.fr), Director, Djibouti Institute of Science and Information Technologies, Djibouti (Djibouti) [Dr Abdillahi recently completed a doctorate in France.]

Activities

It is not possible to report on each and every project that is taking place in the region – some of the main known institutions are listed here for further detailed references: 

Conferences

ODYSSEY 2008

An ISCA supported Odyssey Workshop on Speaker and Language Recognition is to take place in Stellenbosch, South Africa from 21 to 25 January 2008.  This workshop is being organized by an International Organising Committee with as chairs Mr Nico Brummer (Spescom, Datavoice) and Prof Johan du Preez (Stellenbosch University).  The aim of this workshop is to “…continue to foster interactions among researchers in speaker and language recognition” as succession to similar workshops held, respectively, in 1994 (Martigny), 1998 (Avignon), 2001 (Crete), 2004 (Toledo), 2006 (San Juan).  For more detail please refer to http://www.speakerodyssey.com.  The Organisers are looking forward to a well represented and stimulating meeting.

This follows the successful presentation of another ISCA workshop Multiling 2006 that was also presented at Stellenbosch and mentioned in the previous Sub-committee Report.

Networks and Centres involved in Speech Technology activities

AFRI-NET 

This is a project of the Stellenbosch University Centre for Language and Speech Technology (SU-CLaST) and the Special Interest Group for Language and Speech Technology Development of the African Language Association of Southern Africa (ALASA-SIG) that commenced in 2007.  It is in the process of setting up a website to serve as a link for speech activities taking place in Sub-Saharan Africa, and which will also serve as the ISCA Sub-Committee Website.  It is foreseen that this site will be operative in September 2007.

The following Centres / Departments are actively involved in Speech processing research:

(i) African Language Technology Initiative (ALT-i) University of Ibadan, Nigeria (http://www.alt-i.org) 

(ii) Meraka Institute, Pretoria, South Africa (http://www.meraka.org.za)

(iii) Stellenbosch University Centre for Language and Speech Technology (SU-CLaST), Stellenbosch, South Africa (http://www.sun.ac.za/su_clast )

(iv) DSP Laboratory, Stellenbosch University, Stellenbosch, South Africa (http://www.ee.sun.ac.za/research/signal_processing.php)

(v) University of Limpopo Telkom Centre of Excellence for Speech Technology, South Africa (http://www.unorth.ac.za/facultySchools/sch-comp/disciplines/comp_sci/coe/index.html) 

(vi) University of Cape Town Speech Technology and Research Group, Cape Town, South Africa (http://www.star.za.net)

Presentation at conferences

It is expected that at least five presentations will be made by participants from Sub-Saharan Africa at the upcoming SSW6 (Bonn) and Interspeech (Antwerp) conferences.

General

There is still obviously a lot of work that needs to be done to get an adequate overview of speech related activities in Africa.  There is nevertheless a growing interest in this field in this region.  More detailed descriptions of projects and activities will be available as soon as the AFRI-NET website has been launched. 



