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JOURNALS
============
 SPEECH COMMUNICATION 
  Special Issue on Adaptation Methods in Speech Recognition.

  Papers are invited on the following topics:

   -speaker adaptation
   -channel and noise compensation
   -task adaptation
   -lexicon adaptation
   -language adaptation

  Guest editors: Dr Jean Claude Junqua, PSTL, S.Barbara (USA) and 
  Prof.Chris Wellekens, Institut Eurecom, Sophia Antipolis (F)
  Deadline for submission: Extended March 12th 2002
  Guidelines to the authors: see any recent issue of Speech Communication.
  Send papers to: Professor Chris J.Wellekens, 
  Institut Eurecom, 2229 route des Cretes, BP 193,  F-06904
  Sophia Antipolis, France. welleken@eurecom.fr

MOBILE AND ADAPTIVE CONVERSATIONAL INTERFACES

A Special Issue of ACM Transactions on Computer-Human Interaction (TOCHI) 

Editors:   Sharon Oviatt (oviatt@cse.ogi.edu) and  Stephanie Seneff
(seneff@sls.lcs.mit.edu)

Conversational interfaces represent a new direction and challenge for the
interface design community. While past spoken language interfaces have focused
on command and control and dictation-style interaction, research now is
attempting to design interfaces that can process increasingly more spontaneous,
interactive and natural conversational spoken language. As part of this trend,
some newer interfaces are beginning to recognize speech in combination with
related input modalities (e.g., touch, gesture, gaze, facial expressions) and
sensors (e.g., location, proximity). Multimodal or sensor-enhanced
conversational interfaces aim to expand the interface’s flexibility and
expressive power, while also supporting the system’s capacity to process
information more reliably and transparently when users are mobile in adverse
field environments. Broadly defined, conversational interfaces also encompass
those designed to support the transmission of interpersonal or human-computer
conversation, as in telephony systems, without necessarily aiming to recognize a
user’s spoken language or other input. For example, innovative cell phone
interfaces may be designed to manage conversation in public places, permit
multimodal interaction, or enhance user safety while mobile. All of these types
of conversational interface focus on supporting users as they engage in
communication-intensive tasks, whether conversation is recognized or simply
transmitted via the interface, and would be appropriate submissions for this
special issue. Submissions on interfaces for transmitting conversation should
specifically address mobile and adaptive processing issues.

Another key trend in conversational interface design is the need for tailoring
to meet the needs and usage patterns of individual users, especially while
mobile. Successful personalization of conversational interfaces and system
processing requires new interfaces, techniques, and architectures that are
capable of strategically adapting processing to a particular user, task or
activity, dialogue, input modes, and environmental context. Research
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demonstrating advances in this area, which often represent the intersection of
human-computer interaction and artificial intelligence, also are welcome for
this special issue. For example, this may include research aimed at adapting
system processing to accommodate an individual user’s cognitive load, or to
direct and adapt services to accommodate a user’s current location and
availability for interruption. In addition, modeling of the adaptive patterns
that occur naturally during communication between interlocutors, for example
between a user and an animated character that responds with text-to-speech and
nonverbal behavior, can provide an empirical foundation for developing effective
adaptive strategies used in next-generation conversational systems.

Submissions on conversational interface design in any of the above areas may
focus on design, empirical, or system implementation issues, as long as they
make a high quality contribution to the understanding and realization of
effective conversational systems. Since advances on these topics ideally require
cross-fertilization of perspectives and techniques represented by different
research areas, including human-computer interaction, speech and multimodal
technologies, telecommunications, ubiquitous and mobile, and artificial
intelligence techniques, submissions are especially welcome that span or
“bridge” these and related areas. In all cases, however, submissions to this
TOCHI special issue should be written for a generalist HCI audience, including
definition of terms, explanatory background, and HCI-relevant literature on the
main research topic addressed.

Further information regarding guidelines for preparing and formatting
manuscripts and general TOCHI submission procedures are available at:
http://www.acm.org/tochi/. Please indicate in your cover letter that your
manuscript is being submitted to the special issue on “Mobile and Adaptive
Conversational Interfaces.” The deadline for receiving submissions is June 1st,
2002. All contributions will be peer reviewed to the usual standard of TOCHI.
For further information or to discuss a possible contribution, please contact
Sharon Oviatt (oviatt@cse.ogi.edu).
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------
                      CALL FOR PAPERS

       for a Speech Communication Special Issue
  on

  Recognition and Organization of Real-World Sound:
Papers related to the

  2001 Workshop on Consistent and Reliable Acoustic Cues, CRAC-2001

RATIONALE
Classification and recognition of acoustic signals--particularly
speech--has reached a level of sophistication enabling many practical
applications.  The best recognition systems, however, make strong
assumptions about the nature of the signal and any possible
interference or noise.

At the same time, there is a growing body of research concerned with a
more general class of audio signals, and dealing with them within a
more flexible framework.  From noise-robust speech recognition,
through automatic transcription of recorded music, to various forms of
source separation, this research acknowledges that getting information
from sound is more than a simple pattern recognition problem--not
least because even defining what information is desired is a
challenge, and in almost every case the information must be extracted
at many overlapping levels.

This special issue will represent a spectrum of work unified by the
common theme of handling real-world sounds, with all the implicit
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complications.  By covering a range of different processing strategies
and a range of different acoustic analysis tasks, we hope to capture
and showcase the variety, and the commonality, in these problems.

This special issue is a follow-on to a one-day meeting, the Workshop
on Consistent and Reliable Acoustic Cues (CRAC-2001), held as a
satellite event to Eurospeech 2001 in Aalborg, Denmark, last
September.  Although the common theme makes material presented at that
workshop particularly appropriate, this call is completely open, and
all relevant papers are equally welcome.

TOPICS
Submissions should describe previously unpublished research related to
the following topics: 

* Identifying sources and extracting information in realistic acoustic
  environments, including: 
     Auditory modeling
     Computational auditory scene analysis
     Blind source separation
     SNR estimation
     Confidence measures

* Robust speech recognition strategies, including:
     Missing data techniques
     Noise modeling and compensation
     Multi-stream recognition

* Applications to nonspeech acoustic sources such as musical
  instrument segregation and identification 

* Psychoacoustics of corrupt and noisy speech and audio perception

* Combinations of any of the above, such as robust speech recognition
  based on computational auditory scene analysis

PROCEDURE
Full papers should be submitted to the special issue editors before

  * May 15th 2002 *

The preferred format of submission is as a PDF file, via email to 
crac@ee.columbia.edu .

Papers are expected to be about 10 pages long in their final form; we
request that double-spaced review versions be a maximum of 30 pages
long. 

We will conduct the first pass of reviewing over the summer, and hope
to have the selected papers in their final form by September 2002,
with the special issue to appear about 6 months later.

CONTACT
Special issue editors:

  Dan Ellis, Columbia University (USA)
  dpwe@ee.columbia.edu

  Martin Cooke, Sheffield University (UK)
  m.cooke@dcs.shef.ac.uk



Updates/information will appear on the CRAC website, 
  http://www.ee.columbia.edu/crac/

Natural Language Engineering: Volume 7 Issue 04 now online.
ISSN 1351-3249
Published four times a year by Cambridge University Press
Electronic sample copy available at:
http://journals.cambridge.org/journal_naturallanguageengineering

Table of contents
Natural language question answering: the view from here
L. HIRSCHMAN, R. GAIZAUSKAS
 
Complex answers: a case study using a WWW question answering system
S. BUCHHOLZ, W. DAELEMANS

Analyses for elucidating current question answering technology
MARC LIGHT, GIDEON S. MANN, ELLEN RILOFF, ERIC BRECK

Discovery of inference rules for question-answering
DEKANG LIN, PATRICK PANTEL

The TREC question answering track
ELLEN M. VOORHEES

**Coming up in Volume 8, two special issues: 
Issue 2: June 2002: Robust Methods in Analysis of Natural Language Data
Issue 3: Sept 2002: Word Sense Disambiguation Systems

BIDS
=======
Call for Bids to Host
Human Language Technology 2003: 3rd Meeting of the NAACL

The Human Language Technology -North American Chapter of the
Association for Computational Linguistics Advisory Board hereby invite
proposals to host Human Language Technology 2003: 3rd Meeting of the
NAACL.

The proposal submission process is incremental. First, draft proposals
are sought from prospective bidders. Based on the evaluation of the
draft proposals, promising bidders will be subsequently asked to
provide additional  information as needed.

Bids must specify a Local Arrangements Chair, who will be responsible
for the usual activities, such as arranging meeting rooms, equipment,
refreshments, housing, on-site registration, participant e-mail
access, security for equipment, the reception, the banquet, and
working with the General Chair, the HLT-NAACL Advisory Board and NAACL
to develop the budget and registration materials.

Bids for Local Arrangements Chair can include suggestions for General
Chair, which mustt be someone other than the Local Arrangements Chair
but could be at the same institution. However, the HLT-NAACL Advisory
Board will be responsible for selecting the General Chair.

The General Chair will be responsible for overseeing operations of the
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conference, including working with the HLT-NAACL Advisory Board and
the Local Arrangements Chair to develop the budget and registration
materials; working with the Program and Local Arrangements Chairs to
develop the schedule and program; working witth the HTL-NAACL Advisory
Board to appoint supporting chairs to obtain outside funding,
publicize the conference, and organize workshops, tutorials, student
events, and demonstrations (none of these supporting nominations need
to be included in the proposal); and coordinating the activities of
the various chairs and their committees.

The HLT-NAACL Advisory Board will be responsible for selecting the
Program Committee Co-Chairs, who will oversee the processes of
soliciting, receiving, and reviewingg submissions; selecting the papers
to be presented at the conference; notifying authors of acceptance or
rejection; and developing the conference program.

Draft proposals are due on Wednesday, March 20, 2002. They will be
evaluated by the HLT-NAACL Advisory Board during HLT-2002 March 24-27.
Promising bidders will be contacted shortly afterwards and will be
asked to provide further information due to the Advisory Board on
Monday, April 22.  The final bid will be chosen by the HLT-NAACL
Advisory BBoard by Monday May 6, 2002.

The 1st and 2nd meetings of NAACL were highly successful, with
approximately 500 attendees at NAACL-01.  By merging with the HLT
conference, we hope to attract new attendees from areas such as the
speech and information retrieval communities.  The conference might,
therefore, draw over 600 people, depending on the venue.

The HLT/NAACL Advisory Board is a new group still being organized and
we apologize for the tight time frame. We thank proposers in advance
for theirr efforts.

Draft proposals should include information on:

* Location (accessibility; conference venue, e.g., hotel or
  university; accommodations, e.g., hotels, motels, student
  dorms). Note that bids must be for locations in North America.
* Local CL Community
* Proposed Dates
* Meeting Space (space for plenary sessions, tutorials, workshops,
  posters, exhibits, demos and small meetings)
* A/V Equipment
* Food/Entertainment/Banquet/Receptions
* Local Arrangements Team (chair/co-chair, commmittee, volunteer labor,
  registration handling)
* General Chair (optional)
* Sponsorships
* Budget Estimates
* Opportunities for Co-location with Other Meetings (if any)

Proposals will be evaluated in relation to a number of site selection
criteria (unordered):

* Experience of local arrangement team.
* Local CL community support.
* Any local government and industry support
* Accessibility and attractiveness of proposed site.
* Appropriateness of proposed dates.
* Adequacy of conference aand exhibit facilities for the anticipated
  number of registrants.



* Adequacy of residence accommodations and food services in a range of
  price categories and close to the conference facilities.
* Adequacy of budget projections and expected surplus.
* Geographical balance with regard to the previous conferences in
  Pittsburgh and Seattle, USA, but still limited to North America.

The HLT-NAACL Advisory Board seeks proposals for holding the meeting
during the first half of 2003.The HLT-NAACL Advisory Board will look
especially favorably on proposals for the spring.

Please send draft proposals electronically to Lynette Hirschman, the
NAACL Executive Board member responsible for the Call for Bids:

Lynette Hirschman
MITRE MS K320
202 Burlington Rd.
Bedford, MA 01730
781-271-7789; fax: 781-271-2780
lynette@mitre.org

Important Dates:

March 20, 2002 Draft proposals due
March 27, 2002 HLT-NAACL Advisory Board evaluates proposals and contacts
promising bidders 
April 22, 2002  Promising bidders provide any requested information
May 6,    2002  Bid selected
================================================================================

JOB ANNOUNCEMENTS
=========================
ASSISTANT PROFESSORSHIP IN SPEECH COMMUNICATION
at GRAZ UNIVERSITY OF TECHNOLOGY, GRAZ, AUSTRIA

Graz University of Technology (www.tugraz.at) has recently established a
Signal Processing and Speech Communication Laboratory led by Prof.
Gernot Kubin, see www.inw.tugraz.at/spsc. Research and teaching
activities focus on:

* Theory and Algorithms for Nonlinear Signal Processing
* Applications of Signal Processing for the Internet
* Speech Communication

The diversity of topics calls for a high degree of interaction across
disciplines and with several industrial research partners. We serve
students from three different study programs, i.e., electrical
engineering, telematics, and audio engineering.

The group has an immediate opening for an Assistant Professor of Speech
Communication ("Universitaetsassistent" according to the new Austrian
university law). A strong background in speech signal processing and/or
spoken language engineering as well as a doctorate in a relevant
discipline are required. Prior experience as a post-doctoral researcher
is a plus, preferentially in speech recognition/dialogue systems
research, while all specializations within speech communication are
welcome.

Successful candidates are expected to further develop their scientific
career through top-level research, to develop and teach lecture courses
and labs in speech signal processing and spoken language engineering, to
supervise student projects, and to initiate and direct research projects



funded from public sources or through industrial cooperations.
Applicants who want to work towards the "habilitation" degree are highly
welcome and will be
actively supported. Fluency in English or German is a must. The gross
yearly all-inclusive salary is EUR 43,600 with a teaching commitment
equivalent to 6 ECTS points per semester. The contract extends over a
duration of 6 years. Graz University of Technology is an equal
opportunity employer.

The laboratory is housed in the award-winning architecture of Riegler &
Riewe. Contemporary art and culture are strong in Graz 
(www.graztourism.at) which is the second largest city of Austria located
in the south-eastern province of Styria at the cross-roads of major
continental-European cultures. It enjoys a vibrant student life with
three universities and excellent leisure time opportunities in the
larger Alps-Adriatic region. UNESCO has included the historic centre of
Graz in its World Heritage List and Graz will be the Cultural Capital of
Europe in 2003.

Applications with a detailed CV, covering research, teaching, and
project management experience, copies of relevant publications and two
letters of reference are due by October 15, 2001. For further
information, please contact Prof. Gernot Kubin at +43-699-10721996,
g.kubin@ieee.org,

--------------------------------------------------------------------------
RESEARCH POSITIONS IN NATURAL INTERACTIVE SYSTEMS AT NISLAB, DENMARK

Two 3-year and one 2-year position as assistant professor or associate
professor with particular emphasis on research and prototype development
are available at the Natural Interactive Systems Laboratory (NISLab),
the University of Southern Den-mark, Odense.

The successful candidates will join NISLab's interdisciplinary and
internationally recognised team in carrying out European collaborative
research on the IST/HLT research projects Virtual Co-driver (VICO) and
Natural Interactive Communication for Edutainment (NICE).

The VICO project started in March 2001. The overall objective of VICO is
the design and development of an intelligent agent providing a
conversational spoken interface for enabling natural interaction between
humans and electronic services in the car. Services include, among
others, navigation assistance, hotel reservation, scenic route planning,
and operation of in-car devices. NISLab is developing the natural
language understanding module for three languages (English, German and
Italian), as well as the dialogue management and response generation
modules of the VICO system.

The NICE project is expected to start on 1 March 2002. NICE aims to
develop natural, fun and experientially rich communication between
humans and embodied historical and literary characters. The
communication will consist of domain-oriented spoken conversation
combined with 2D input gesture into a 3D dynamic graphics virtual world
inhabited by the fairy-tale author H. C. Andersen and animated
characters from his fairy-tale universe. The outcome of NICE will be
systems in two dif-ferent languages demonstrating entertaining and
educative immersive multisensorial interaction as well as easy
portability to new languages and applications. Focus of the research at
NISLab will be on the natural language and dialogue management
components.
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In 2001, NISLab leads or is partner in approx. ten, mostly European,
research projects which serve the vision of ubiquitous natural
human-human-system interaction, including spoken language dialogue
systems, speech/facial/gesture in-put/output systems, multimodal
interaction and ambient intelligence. See
http://www.nis.sdu.dk/projects/ for information about these projects.
The working language at NISLab is English. NISLab is responsible for the
science and engineering part of the teaching at the University's
Graduate School in Interactive Media. Opportunities for teaching (in
English) exist.

Applicants must have the necessary qualifications for working on the
VICO project or the NICE project. Applicants should preferably have a
PhD degree in computer science, computer engineering, computational
linguistics, or similar disciplines, good programming skills in, e.g.,
java or C/C++, experience in system or component development, and
research interests in one or more of the following areas:
· advanced spoken language dialogue systems / natural interactive
systems / multimodal systems;
· best practice in user-friendly multimodal and natural interactivity
systems engineering;
· dialogue/communication management;
· natural language processing;
· platforms and architectures for spoken language dialogue
systems/multimodal systems;
· best practice in multimodal systems engineering,

Location of job: NISLab, the Natural Interactive Systems Laboratory,
University of Southern Denmark - Odense, Denmark (www.nis.sdu.dk).
Odense is about 90 minutes from Copenhagen by road or train and is
Denmark's 3rd largest city. SDU has approx. 14.000 students.

The successful applicant will be employed in accordance with the
agreement between the Ministry of Finance and AC (the Danish
Confederation of Professional Associations).

Start: As soon as possible. 

Deadline for applications: Monday 28 January 2002, 12:00 am.

Applications must be submitted to Prof. Bernsen preferably by email (see
contact details below) and must be marked "Position no. 02301".
Applications must include a CV, a list of publications, two references,
and the publications to be particularly taken into account by the
Selection Committee (you can use most formats for the latter - .ps,
.pdf, MS Word, html, La-tex etc. or just provide a URL for the papers).

The university encourages all who may be interested to apply, no matter
age, gender, religion or ethnic background.

For more information, please contact by phone or email:
Professor Niels Ole Bernsen
NISLab
University of Southern Denmark
Forskerparken 10 
5230 Odense M
Denmark 

Tel. ( +45) 65 50 35 44 (direct)
Fax (+45) 63 15 72 24 



email: nob@nis.sdu.dk
URL: http://www.nis.sdu.dk

==============================================================================

FUTURE EVENTS

            3rd SIGdial Workshop on Discourse and Dialogue
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, July 11 and 12, 2002
   (Just following the 40th Anniversary ACL)

_____________________________________________________________________________

Continuing with a series of successful workshops in Hong Kong and
Denmark, this workshop will span the ACL and ICSA SIGdial interest
area of discourse and dialogue.  This series provides a regular forum
for the presentation of research in this area to both the larger
SIGdial community as well as researchers outside this communicty.  The
workshop is organized by SIGdial, which is sponsored jointly by ACL
and ICSA.

Topics of Interest

We welcome formal, corpus-based, implementational and analytical work
on discourse and dialogue, with a focus on the following three themes:

(1) Dialogue Systems
       Spoken, multi-modal, and text/web based dialogue systems
       including topics such as: dialogue management models (specific
       subproblems or general modeling, in particular models for mixed
       initiative and user-adaptive dialogue); speech, text, and
       graphics integration (for understanding or generation);
       contextual interpretation of dialogues and/or response
       planning, in particular how this contributes to natural
       interaction; strategies for handling or preventing
       miscommuncation (repair and correction types, clarification and
       underspecificity, grounding and feedback strategies); utilizing
       prosodic information for various types of disambiguation;
       task-driven versus conversational dialogue; evaluation of
       dialogue systems including task complexity measurements.

(2)Corpora and Corpus Tools
Corpus-based work on discourse and spoken, text-based and
multi-modal dialogue including its support, in particular:
issues and problems in discourse and dialogue annotation;
techniques (including machine learning), tools, coding schemes
and data resources for discourse and dialogue studies;
XML-based tools for dialogue access to internet information.

(3)Pragmatic and/or Semantic Modeling
       The pragmatics and/or semantics of discourse and dialogue
       (i.e., beyond a single sentence) including the following
       issues: the semantics/pragmatics of dialogue acts (including
       those which are less studied in the semantics/pragmatics
       framework); incremental (plan-based,topic-based, etc.) models
       of discourse/dialogue structure integrating referential and
       relational structure; modeling genre-specific aspects of
       discourse and dialogue structure, including the specific
       structural aspects of (interactive) digital media; prosody in
       discourse and dialogue; modeling politeness and non-recursive



       parts of discourse and dialogue; models of presupposition and
       accommodation; operational models of conversational
       implicature.

Workshop Format

The workshop will include a few plenary presentations of general
interest followed by thematic sessions. The thematic sessions will
combine long presentations, short presentations, and demos (as
appropriate) with extended discussions.  Highlights of the thematic
sessions will be presented in a closing session. In addition, all
participants who request space may present a poster in separate
session.

Three thematic sessions are planned:
Annotation Methods for Corpora
Architectures for Dialog Systems: Agent-based vs. Pipelined
Learning and Adaptivity in Dialog Systems

Submission of Papers and Abstracts

The program committee welcomes the submission of long papers
describing theoretical contributions as well as short papers
describing ideas or project implementations.

Long papers must be no longer than 10 pages, including title page,
examples, references, etc. In addition to this, two additional pages
are allowed as an appendix which may include extended example
discourses or dialogues, algorithms, graphical representations, etc.

Short papers should aim to be 4 pages or less (including title page,
examples, references, etc.)

Both long papers and short papers should be sent electronically to 
both: sigdial2002@uiah.fi and sigdial@tigger.cs.uwm.edu and must be 
received no later than March 15.

The format to use for papers is the ACL final paper format.  
Stylefiles are available at
http://www.cs.ualberta.ca/~lindek/acl02/style/. 
Papers must be submitted in pdf format.

The title page (no separate title page is needed) should include the
following information:

           Title:
           Authors' names, affiliations, and email addresses;
           Preferred thematic session, if any.
           Abstract (short summary up to 5 lines);

Important Dates

 Submission March 15
 Notification April 29
 Final submissions May 17
 Workshop July 11 - 12



Workshop Publications

All accepted papers will be published in the workshop proceedings.

Program Committee
Kristiina Jokinen (co-chair) Kristiina.Jokinen@uiah.fi
Susan McRoy (co-chair) mcroy@uwm.edu

Jan Alexandersson, DFKI, Germany
Peter Boda, Nokia Research Center, Finland
Charles Callaway, Istituto Trentino di Cultura, Italy
Lauri Carlson, University of Helsinki, Finland
Alison Cawsey, Heriot-Watt University, UK
Joyce Chai, IBM T.J.Watson Research Center, USA
Yasuharu Den, Chiba University, Japan
Barbara Di Eugenio, University of Illinois at Chicago, USA
Reva Freedman, Northern Illinois University, USA 
Nancy Green, University of North Carolina at Greensboro, USA
Graeme Hirst, University of Toronto, Canada 
Arne Jonsson, University of Linkoping, Sweden
Yasuhiro Katagiri, ATR, Japan
Jan van Kuppevelt, University of Stuttgart, Germany
Staffan Larsson, University of Goteborg, Sweden
Anton Nijholt, University of Twente, The Netherlands
Ronnie Smith, East Carolina University, USA 
Marc Swerts, IPO, The Netherlands

UKROBRAZ-2002 - FIRST ANNOUNCEMENT
******************************************

The Sixth All-Ukrainian International Conference on Signal/Image Processing
and Pattern Recognition (UKROBRAZ-2002)

Ukrainian Association for Information Processing and Pattern Recognition 
(UAsIPPR), UNESCO International Research/Training Centre for Information 
Technologies and Systems declare of the Sixth in series of 
All-Ukrainian International conferences focussing on the theory and 
applications of Signal/Image Processing and Pattern Recognition 

UKROBRAZ-2002

The Conference will be held from the 8 to 12 of October 2002 
in NAS Cybernetics Centre (40 Academician Hlushkov Ave, Kyjiv 03680, Ukraine).

Papers are invited in the following topics:

Methodological Problems of Pattern Recognition;
Theoretical Basis for Signal and Image Processing and Recognition;
Training and Selftraining Problems in Pattern Recognition;
Automatic Recognition, Understanding and Synthesis of Speech Signals;
Natural Language and Speech Resources and Technologies;
Technical Diagnostics of Objects and Machines on its Signals and Fields;
Printed and Hand-Written Texts, Drawing and Graphic Picture Processing 
and Recognition;
Photopictures Processing and Recognition;
Scene Processing, Recognition and Understanding;
Simulating and Research Systems;
Processors Architecture for Signal/Image Processing and Recognition;
Signal/Image Input/Output Tools and Multimedia Systems;



Signal/Image Filtering, Compression, Reconstruction and Synthesis;
Audiovisual Data and Knowledge Bases: Retrievial and Summarisation;
Multimodal Means for Man-Machine Communication;
Advanced Information Technologies and Systems Based on Signal/Image Processing.

PROGRAMME COMMITTEE

VINTSIUK TARAS (Chairman) (Kyjiv, Ukraine)
BONDARENKO MYKHAJLO (Kharkiv, Ukraine)
FEDORYN JAROSLAV (Kyiv, Ukraine)
FLACH BORIS (Dresden, Germany)
HAVRYLIUK OL'HA (Kyjiv, Ukraine)
HRYTSENKO VOLODYMYR (Kyjiv, Ukraine)
HRYTSYK VOLODYMYR (L'viv, Ukraine)
DRAGAN JAROSLAV (L'viv, Ukraine)
IVAKHNENKO OLEKSIJ (Kyjiv, Ukraine)
JAVORS'KYJ IHOR (L'viv, Ukraine)
KOZHEMJAKO VOLODYMYR (Vinnytsia, Ukraine)
KUC ROMAN (New Haven, USA)
KULIAS ANATOLIJ (Kyjiv, Ukraine) 
KUNCHENKO JURIJ (Cherkasy, Ukraine)
KYRYCHENKO MYKOLA (Kyjiv, Ukraine)
LOBANOV BORIS (Minsk, Bielarus')
MOKRZYCKI WOJCIECH (Warsaw, Poland)
OMEL'CHENKO VIKTOR (Kharkiv, Ukraine)
RASHKEVYCH JURIJ (L'viv, Ukraine)
SCHLESINGER MICHAIL (Kyjiv, Ukraine)
SHABANOV-KUSHNARENKO JURIJ (Kharkiv, Ukraine)
SHYROKOV VOLODYMYR (Kyjiv, Ukraine)
SIRODZHA IHOR (Kharkiv, Ukraine)
STAROVOITOV VALERIJ (Minsk, Bielarus')
TRETIAK OLEH (Philadelphia, USA) 
VASYL'JEV VOLODYMYR (Kyjiv, Ukraine)
VLASENKO VIKTOR (Odesa, Ukraine)

ORGANISING COMMITTEE

VINTSIUK TARAS (Co-Chairman) (Kyjiv, Ukraine)
HRYTSENKO VOLODYMYR (Co-Chairman) (Kyjiv, Ukraine)
HAVRYLIUK OL'HA (Kyjiv, Ukraine)
KULIAS ANATOLIJ  (Kyjiv, Ukraine)
MATSELLO VJACHESLAV (Kyjiv, Ukraine) 
KRAKOVS'KYJ VOLODYMYR (Kyjiv, Ukraine)
SAZHOK MYKOLA (Kyjiv, Ukraine)
TYMOFIJEVA NADIJA (Kyjiv, Ukraine)

FORMAT OF THE CONFERENCE

The conference program will include oral presentations and poster/demonstration 
sessions with time for discussions of the issues raised. Social events will 
allow for additional informal interactions.

SUBMISSION OF PAPERS

Participants should submit such materials:

1) a Registration Form for every participant with indication of surname, 
name and patronymic, scientific degree and rank, position, place of work, 
address, phone and fax numbers and e-mail address;



2) a Paper Abstract in English of no more than 1000 characters which will be 
placed on the WWW-page of the UAsIPPR;

3)  2 copies of camera-ready full paper in Ukrainian or English (4 A4 pages) 
for review and publication - for those who want to be authors of the 
Proceedings. The instruction for the authors see below.

Deadline for submission of the materials is 1st August 2002. Please, 
indicate the topic area of interest closest to your submission. Electronic 
submission of abstract and registration form is obligatory. Registration and
paper abstract submission soon will be available from the conference homepage
www.uasoiro.org.ua/ukrobraz2002/. Alternatively, you may fill the registration
form below and send it together with abstract via e-mail
ukrobraz2002@uasoiro.org.ua. We can handle both plain text and MS Word files.

The notifications of acceptance or rejection will be mailed before 10th of 
September 2002. Camera-ready full papers will be published and the Proceedings 
will be distributed at the Conference.

REGISTRATION FEE

Registration fee is $10 for each participant from Ukraine. Registration fee 
should be sent before the 20th of September to Payment Account of UAsIPPR 
No 260051991 in AKB "Perkombank", MFO 321712, bank ID 14349442. The
Association's ID is 19351446. 
Bank address is: 17 Petra Sahajdachnoho street, Kyjiv 04070 Ukraine. 
In the money transfer order should be pointed "Registration fee for 
participating in the conference UKROBRAZ-2002" and the surname and initials 
of the participant as well.

Registration fee for participant from the countries of the New Independent
States (NIS), Eastern and Central Europe is $20, and $50 for a participant from
other countries. Foreign participants should pay the fee at arrival.

The fee includes organising cost, conference proceedings and social events.

ADDRESS

All correspondence regarding the conference might be addressed to:

Taras Vintsiuk
Speech Science and Technology Department
UNESCO/IIP International Research-Training Centre for Information
Technologies and Systems

Mail: 40 Academician Hlushkov Avenue, Kyjiv 03680, Ukraine
      NAS Cybernetics Centre
Tel.: +380 44 266-4356, +380 44 266-5352
Fax:  +380 44 266-4356
E-mail: ukrobraz2002@uasoiro.org.ua
URL: www.uasoiro.org.ua/ukrobraz2002/

ACCOMODATION

To be announced.



VENUE

To be announced.

-----------------------------------------------------------------

UKROBRAZ-2002   REGISTRATION FORM

Family name: ....................................................

First name: .....................................................

Middle name or patronymic: ...................................... 

                    [ ] male           [ ] female

Scientific degree and rank ......................................

Position ........................................................

Affiliation: ....................................................

Address: ........................................................

         ........................................................

         ........................................................

Postal code (and state): ........................................

Country: ........................................................

E-mail: .........................................................

URL: ............................................................

Fax: ............................................................

Phone: ..........................................................

-----------------------------------------------------------------

AUTHOR'S GUIDE for UKROBRAZ-2002 Camera-Ready Paper

Your paper will consist of four pages, written in A4-size white paper and 
must conform to the specifications below. 
Put the following settings in the page setup of your word processor:

-  page size - A4 - 21cm (width) x 29.7cm (height)
-  left & right margins - 1.9cm (3/4 inches)
-  top & bottom margins - 2.54cm (1 inch)

Use a laser printer to produce two (2) original black printings of your paper. 
Use as base fonts the Times New Roman of 10pt size. Lettering smaller than 9pt 
size is NOT allowed throughout the paper.

Text should appear in two (2) columns but illustrations may span both columns. 
Put the following settings in the column setup of your word processor:



-  number of columns - 2
-  column width - 8.1cm (3 2/5 inches)
-  space between columns - 1cm (2/5 inches)

You should print on one side of the paper only. Please keep in mind that the 
manuscript you prepare will be photographed and printed as it is received.

Preparation of manuscripts. The paper must be printed exactly how it is to 
appear in the Proceedings in two columns with single line-spacing.

Only on the first page, the distance from the top edge of the paper to the 
top of the first line of type (the title) should be 3.0cm. On the second and 
subsequent pages, the distance from the top edge of the paper to the top of 
the first line of typ should be 2.54cm, as it is mentioned above.

The text should be justified full in each column.

Title, authors, affiliations and addresses. The title of the paper should be 
centered across the top of the first page and should be written in 17pt bold 
fonts. Author(s) should be written bellow the title in 12pt size italic fonts. 
Affiliation(s), addresses, e-mail addresses and telephone numbers, should be 
written bellow the author(s) in 10pt size fonts. These items should be 
centered across both columns, too.

Abstract and main chapters. The abstract should appear at the top of the 
left-hand column in the first page about 1.2cm below the title area and it 
must not be more than 8cm in length. Leave some 1.2cm space between the end 
of the abstract and the beginning of the main text.

Begin the main text with the INTRODUCTION and end it with the CONCLUSION. 
Finally, remember that REFERENCES should come last of all.

Headings. Major headings are to be numbered and in 14pt bold font and in 
capitals without underline. They should be centered.

Subheadings. Subheadings should be numbered and written in 12pt bold font. 
They should start on the left-hand margin of the column.

Sub-subheadings. Sub-subheadings should be numbered and written in 10pt 
bold font. They should start on the left-hand margin of the column.

Illustrations. All halftone illustrations (pictures) should be clear black 
on white prints. Do not supply photocopies. Make captions and number all 
illustrations and graphs. These must be in place in the camera-ready paper.

Page numbers. Number your manuscript lightly with pencil on the bottom of 
the back-side of each page. Do not type page numbers. Your manuscript will 
be re-paginated.

Equation numbers. When numbering equations, enclose numbers in parentheses 
and justified to the right-hand margin of the column.

Symbols and acronyms. Use only IEEE standard symbols and unit abbreviation. 
Define any acronyms the first time they appear.

References. List and number all references at the end of the paper. 
When citing references in the text, type the corresponding number in square 
brackets as shown at the end of this sentence [1]. Put the title of the 
reference between " " and/or write it with italic font. 



International Symposium on Past, Present and Future of the Speech
Transmission Index
honouring the work of Herman Steeneken and Tammo Houtgast"

24 and 25 October 2002, Soesterberg, The Netherlands

Over 30 years after the first publications on what would later become known as
the Speech
Transmission Index, this topic is more alive than ever. Recent literature and
international
standards reflect the fact that the Speech Transmission Index has permanently
made its mark in
speech engineering, technology and science. In this international symposium,
recognised experts
will address various topics related to the past, present and future of the
Speech Transmission
Index. A symposium programme will be composed that promises to be of interest to
relative
newcomers to the subject, as well as experienced STI users and developers.
For the invention and development of the Speech Transmission Index, we owe a
debt of gratitude to
Herman Steeneken and Tammo Houtgast. This symposium is organised in recognition
of their joint
work in this field.

More information can be found on the symposium website, http://www.sti-
symposium.org
The full symposium fee is EUR 50; ISCA members are offered a 25% reduction.
===============================================================================

                         First Call for Papers

                            EDILOG 2002

        SIXTH WORKSHOP ON THE SEMANTICS AND PRAGMATICS OF DIALOGUE

                         Edinburgh University
                           Sept 4th-6th 2002

                  http://www.ltg.ed.ac.uk/edilog/

Edilog 2002 will be the sixth in a series of workshops that aims to
bring together researchers working on the semantics and pragmatics of
dialogues in fields such as artificial intelligence, formal semantics
and pragmatics, computational linguistics, philosophy, and psychology.

We invite abstracts on all topics related to the semantics and
pragmatics of dialogues, including, but not limited to:

- - models of common ground/mutual belief in communication
- - modelling agents' information states and how they get updated
- - multi-agent models and turn-taking
- - goals, intentions and commitments in communication
- - semantic interpretation in dialogues
- - reference in dialogues
- - dialogue and discourse structure
- - interpretation of questions and answers
- - nonlinguistic interaction in communication
- - natural language understanding and reasoning in spoken dialogue systems
- - multimodal dialogue systems



- - dialogue management in practical implementations
- - categorisation of dialogue moves or speech acts in corpora
- - designing and evaluating dialogue systems

SUBMISSION PROCEDURE:

Authors should submit an anonymous extended abstract of at most 5
single-column pages (for talks with a duration of 30' plus 10'
discussion) together with a separate page specifying the authors'
names, affiliation, address, and e-mail address. The abstracts should
be submitted electronically (in LaTeX, postscript, html, ascii, or pdf
format) to: Colin.Matheson@ed.ac.uk.  Submission have to be in
English, which is the workshop language. For the accepted talks, a
LaTeX style will be made available.

IMPORTANT DATES:

Abstracts due: May 10th
Acceptance notice: July 5th
Final version due: August 9th
Conference: Sept 4th-6th

INVITED SPEAKERS:

Under Discussion

PROGRAM COMMITTEE (provisional):

Johan Bos and Colin Matheson (joint chairs), Ellen Bard, Anton Benz,
Peter Bosch, Robin Cooper, Claire Gardent, Jonathan Ginzburg, Joris
Hulstijn, Yasuhiro Katagiri, Jan van Kuppevelt, Alex Lascarides, Ian
Lewin, Johanna Moore, Paul Piwek, Massimo Poesio, Hannes Rieser, Rob
van der Sandt, David Traum, Bonnie Webber, Henk Zeevat.

ORGANIZATION:

The workshop will take place at Edinburgh University. The local 
organizers are Johan Bos, Colin Matheson, and Johanna Moore.

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

Information about Edinburgh University:   
http://www.ed.ac.uk/

News about the conference will be posted on the workshop's Web 
page at http://www.ltg.ed.ac.uk/edilog/

Send email to Colin.Matheson@ed.ac.uk or Johan.Bos@ed.ac.uk for
questions about local arrangements.

Previous workshops in this series include:

MunDial'97 (Munich)
 (http://www.cis.uni-muenchen.de/sil/workshop/dialogwsh.html)
Twendial'98 (Twente)
 (http://parlevink.cs.utwente.nl/Conferences/twlt13.html)
Amstelogue'99 (Amsterdam)
 (http://earth.let.uva.nl/~amstelog/)
Gotalog'00 (Gothenburg)
 (http://www.ling.gu.se/gotalog)
Bidialog'01 (Bielefeld) 



 (http://www.uni-bielefeld.de/BIDIALOG)
==============================================================================

           EIGHT INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM ON SOCIAL COMMUNICATION

CENTER OF APPLIED LINGUISTICS

SANTIAGO DE CUBA
JANUARY 20-24, 2003

The Center of Applied Linguistics of the Santiago de Cuba's branch of the
Ministry of Science, Technology and the Environment,is pleased to announce the
Eight International Symposium on Social Communication. The event
will be held in Santiago de Cuba January 20th through the 24th, 2003. 
This interdisciplinary event will focus on social communication processes from
the points of view of Linguistics, Computational Linguistics, Medicine, Voice
Processing, Mass Media, and Ethnology and Folklore.

The Symposium will be also sponsored by:

.. University of Oriente, Cuba

.. Higher Institute for Medical Sciences
Santiago de Cuba, Cuba

.. Pedagogical University "Frank Pais Garcia"
Santiago de Cuba, Cuba

.. Information for Development Agency
Havana, Cuba

.. African Cultural Center "Fernando Ortiz"
Santiago de Cuba, Cuba

.. University of Twente
Enschede, The Netherlands

.. National Council of Scientific
Research, Italy

.. University of Malaga, Spain

.. University of Alcala, Spain

.. University of Goias, Brazil

. University of Los Lagos, Chile

.. Institute of Theoretical and
Computational Linguistics, Lisbon,
Portugal

Authors will be allowed to present only one paper pertaining to the following
disciplines:

1. Linguistics:

- Spanish and foreign language teaching

- Spanish as a second language



- Phonetics and Phonology

- Lexicology and Lexicography

- Morphology and Syntax

- Anthropology Linguistics

- Textual Linguistics and Pragmalinguistics

- Terminology

- Translations

2. Computational Linguistics:

- Software related to linguistic research

- Automated grammatical tagging of texts

- Electronic dictionaries

- Software related to the teaching
of mother tongues and foreign languages

- Related issues

3. Voice Processing:

- Applications of analysis, synthesis and
voice-recognition

- Artificial intelligence and voice processing

4. Medical specialties related to speech
and voice and with Social Communication in
general:

- Logopedy and Phoniatry

- Neurology

- Otorhinolaringology

- Stomatology

5. Mass Media:

- Linguistic research related to the
speech of journalists, actors and
radio and television announcers

- Textual Analysis of radio and
television programs, and of print
and electronic media articles

6. Ethnology and Folklore:

- Research related to Social Communication



Activities that will take place within
the event are:

- Pre-Symposium seminars

- Discussion of papers in commissions

- Master conferences

- Round Table

PRE-SYMPOSIUM SEMINARS

The Symposium will be preceded by two
seminars that will be taught by prestigious
specialists to be announced. The seminars
will take place Monday, January 20th of
2003 and will focus on the following subjects:

- Corpus Linguistics: current studies

- Construction of Electronics Dictionaries

Participants should say in advance what
pre-symposium seminars they want to take
part in. An additional fee of 20.00 USD
will be charged for each seminar.
Participation certificates will be
available.

ROUND TABLE

A round table entitled Current Researches
in Applied Linguistics will be held on the
occasion of the VIII International Symposium
on Social Communication.

MASTER LECTURES

During the Symposium three master lectures
will be delivered by prestigious specialists
to be announced.

ABSTRACTS

The deadline of submission of paper
abstracts is July 1st, 2002. They
should not exceed 250 words. Notification
of acceptance of a paper by the Symposium's
Scientific Committee will be sent
before July 30th, 2002.

PAPERS

To enable the Organizing Committee to
include the Proceedings as part of the
Symposium's documentation -as we did
in the 5th ('97), 6th ('99) and 7th
(2001) Symposiums-, accepted papers
must be sent before September 15, 2002,
with the following requirements:



1. The paper will not exceed 5 pages
including graphics, footnotes and bibliography.

2. It should be written using Word 6.0 or
Word 7.0 for Windows and sent to the Symposium's
Executive Secretary either via e-mail
(attachment) or by mailing a 3½-inch diskette.

3. Each page must be written in an A4
(mail type) format with left, right,
top, and bottom margin of 2.5 cm.

4. The paper must be written in one of
the event's official languages: Spanish,
English, French or Portuguese.

Instructions for paper submission:

1. Write down the authors' names,
one under the other, at the left top
of the first page, all in Arial
bold capital letters, 9 points
(Word 6.0 or 7.0). Under the authors'
names should appear in bold
(only initials capital letters)
the institution, city, country
and e-mail address if available.

2. In a separate line, at the center,
the title of the paper must be written
in Arial bold, Italics, 10 points size
letters.

3. The text will follow -not in bold-
with the same Arial letter, 9 points
size and leaving one space between lines.

4. Paragraphs will have no indentation.
Spaces between paragraphs will be of 3 points.

5. Section titles will be written in Arial
bold, 9 points size and sub-sections titles
will be written in Arial Italic, 8 points size.

6. Footnotes will appear at the end
of each page in Arial 8 points size
letters.

Presentation time will be 15 minutes
and 5 minutes for discussion.

Authors must advise in advance if they
will need a tape recorder, video set,
computer or other kind of equipment for
presentation.

All mail or inquiries should be addressed to:

Dr. Eloina Miyares Bermudez
Secretaria Ejecutiva Comite Organizador



VIII Simposio Internacional
Comunicacion Social
Centro de Linguistica Aplicada
Apartado Postal 4067, Vista Alegre
Santiago de Cuba 4, Cuba 90400
Telephone: (53-226) 642760
E-mail: leonel@lingapli.ciges.inf.cu

OFFICIAL LANGUAGES: Spanish, English,
French and Portuguese

REGISTRATION FEE

Speakers  and  Delegates
160.00 USD

Companions
80.00 USD

Payment must be in cash during registration
and it covers a copy of the Proceedings
where your paper is printed, all other
documentation related to the event,
speaker's certificate, welcome cocktail
and other cultural activities. Companions
will have access to all of the above, except
copies of the Proceedings.

ACCOMODATION

The Organizing Committee guarantees
accommodation in 3, 4, and 5 star
hotels with preferential prices
for participants in the event.

IMPORTANT REMINDERS

- Abstract Submission deadline:
July 1st, 2002

- Notification on paper's
approval by Scientific Committee:
by July 30, 2002

- Delivery of papers either by e-mail
or by mail using 3½-inch diskette:
September 15, 2002

- Pre-Symposium seminars:
January 20th, 2003

- 8th International Symposium on
Social Communication:
January 21st through 24th, 2003

OTHER ASPECTS OF INTEREST

Santiago de Cuba, located at some
900 kms from Havana, is Cuba's
second largest city. Its economic,



cultural and social importance in
Cuban history is unquestionable.
Santiago is also the capital of the
province with the same name.
Surrounded by the green mountains
of the Sierra Maestra range and the
Caribbean Sea, Santiago is unique
in its geography and beautiful
landscape. Its surroundings make
the city one of the most important
tourist attractions on the entire
island. The Organizing Committee,
in coordination with the city's
tourist agencies will offer visiting
delegates a host of options allowing
participants to enjoy the city's
beauty and charm.

SCIENTIFIC AND ORGANIZING COMMITTEE

President of Honor:
Dr. Rosa Elena Simeon Negrin
Minister of Science, Technology
and the Environment
Republic of Cuba

Aida Almaguer Furnaguera
Representative of the Ministry of
Science, Technology and the Environment
Santiago de Cuba
Cuba

Gerardo Garcia Cabrera
President of Information
for Development Agency
Ministry of Science, Technology
and the Environment
Havana
Cuba

Eloina Miyares Bermudez
Executive Secretary
Eight International Symposium
on Social Communication
Center of Applied Linguistics
Santiago de Cuba
Cuba

Vitelio Ruiz Hernandez
Academic of the Academy
of Science of Cuba
Center of Applied Linguistics
Santiago de Cuba
Cuba

Leonel Ruiz Miyares
Director of Center of
Applied Linguistics
Santiago de Cuba
Cuba



Marcos Cortina Vega
Rector University of Oriente
Ministry of Higher Education
Santiago de Cuba
Cuba

Nayra Pujals Victoria
Rector Higher Institute for
Medical Sciences
Ministry of Public Health
Santiago de Cuba
Cuba

Ena Elsa Velazquez Cobiella
Rector Pedagogical University "Frank Pais"
Ministry of Education
Santiago de Cuba
Cuba

Anton Nijholt
Professor and Researcher
Twente University
Enschede, Holland

Daniela Ratti
Researcher
National Council of
Scientific Research
Genoa, Italy

Lucia Marconi
Researcher
National Council of
Scientific Research
Genoa, Italy

Claudia Rolando
Researcher
National Council of
Scientific Research
Genoa, Italy

Gloria Corpas Pastor
Professor and Researcher
University of Malaga
Spain

Luis Beltran
Vice-Rector of International
Relations
University of Alcala
Alcala de Henares
Spain

Deise Nanci de Castro Mesquita
Professor and Researcher
University of Goias
Goias, Brazil

Minerva Rosas Villarroel
Professor and Researcher



University of Los Lagos, Chile
Margarita Correia
Professor and Researcher
Institute of Theoretical
and Computational Linguistics
Lisbon, Portugal

Nancy Alamo Suarez
Researcher
Center of Applied Linguistics
Santiago de Cuba
Cuba

Celia Maria Perez Marques
Researcher
Center of Applied Linguistics
Santiago de Cuba
Cuba

Celia Esther Alvarez Moreno
Center of Applied Linguistics
Santiago de Cuba
Cuba

Mercedes Cathcart Roca
Professor and Researcher
Faculty of Humanities
University of Oriente
Santiago de Cuba, Cuba

Ercilia Estrada Estrada
Scientific Council
Center of Applied Linguistics
Santiago de Cuba
Cuba

Miladys Diodene Adame
Ministry of Education
Santiago de Cuba
Cuba

Martha Cordies Jackson
Researcher
African Cultural Center "Fernando Ortiz"
Santiago de Cuba, Cuba

EIGHT INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM ON
SOCIAL COMMUNICATION

REGISTRATION FORM

Mr./Ms. ___________________________

Organization: ________________________

Title: _________________________________________

Business address: __________________________________

City: ______________ Telefax: ____________



Phone: _______________

E-Mail:____________________

Home address: _________________________

City: ___________ Telephone: __________

I wish to participate in Pre-Symposium seminars (optional)

___Corpus Linguistics: current studies

___Construction of Electronics Dictionaries

Paper title: __________________________

Date: ________________

Signature: ___________

===============================================================================
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