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Chinese Spoken Language Technology
 
Research activities in the area of Chinese spoken language processing have been expanding very quickly in the past decade. Many 
practical technologies have been explored to demonstrate the potential real-world applications of mobile speech communication, 
spoken document retrieval, adaptive dialogue systems, voice portals, speaker authentication, speech translation and multimodal 
human-machine interfaces. Our aim is to report the state-of-the-art technologies related to Chinese Language and, hopefully, bridge 
them with up-to-date advances in international spoken language technologies. Prospective authors are invited to submit their 
innovative work to this special issue. We are soliciting paper submissions in topical areas including, but not limited to: 

 Acoustic modeling and speech recognition for vehicular and mobile environments 
 Linguistic processing and language modeling for natural conversational interfaces 
 Information retrieval of spoken documents, broadcast news transcription 
 Language generation and speech synthesis technologies 
 Spoken language systems and applications 
 Speaker recognition, multimodal person authentication 
 Multilingual speech processing and translation 
 Audio-visual speech and speaker recognition 
 Multimodal human machine interaction via speech, face and gesture 

 
Submission Deadline: November 30, 2002 
 

Instructions For Authors 
All manuscripts are subject to anonymous peer review. The style for manuscripts is available at the homepage of the International 
Journal of Speech Technology (http://www.kluweronline.com/issn/1381-2416). Although paper copies of submissions are acceptable, 
electronic submissions in Postscript, PDF or MS Word are strongly encouraged. Submissions should be sent as e-mail attachments to 
Prof. J.-T. Chien. 
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Cheng Kung University Tainan, 
Taiwan 
Email: jtchien@mail.ncku.edu.tw 

Prof. Pak-Chung Ching 
Dept. of Electronic Engineering 
The Chinese University of Hong Kong 
Shatin, Hong Kong 
Email: pcching@ee.cuhk.edu.tw 

Dr. Eric Chang 
Microsoft Research Asia 
Beijing, China 
Email: echang@microsoft.com 

 

FUTURE EVENTS

DiSS ’03 - Disfluency in Spontaneous Speech

Following the successes of the ICPhS Satellite Meeting
Disfluency in Spontaneous Speech in Berkeley in 1999
and DiSS '01 in Edinburgh, we are proud to present DiSS
'03, to be held at Gothenburg University in September
2003.

Disfluencies - pauses, hesitations, prolongations,
truncations, self-repairs (self-induced or other-induced), et
simile - in normal spontaneous speech, with or without
accompanying gestures, present challenges for researchers
in many different fields, ranging from speech production



and perception in psychology, to conversational analysis, to
automatic speech recognition in speech technology.

DiSS '03 will allow an opportunity for researchers from
diverse backgrounds to present their research findings, to
discuss common interests, to identify future directions and
to establish new research collaborations.

DiSS '03 will be an international workshop with a limited
number of active participants. Priority for places will be
given to authors of accepted papers.
All accepted papers will be published in a printed and
CD-ROM proceedings volume, which will be made available
at the start of the workshop.
A limited number of grants for participation is available.
More information is available through:
http://www.isca-speech.org/grants.html.
DiSS '03 was timed to be convenient for participants of
Eurospeech 2003, to be held in Geneva, Switzerland,
September 1-4, 2003.

More information about the conference could be found on
http://www.ling.gu.se/konferenser/diss03/.

The organisers of DiSS '03 can be contacted by
diss03@ling.gu.se.

HLT-NAACL 2003
Human Language Technology 2003

3rd conference of the
North American Association for Computational Linguistics

http://www.hlt-naacl03.org

May 27-June 1, 2003
Westin Edmonton Hotel

Edmonton, Canada

ANNOUNCEMENT

Human language technology (HLT) incorporates a broad spectrum
of disciplines working towards two closely related goals: to
enable computers to interact with humans using natural language,
and to serve as useful adjuncts to humans in tasks involving
language by providing services such as automatic translation,
automated speech recognition, information retrieval, text
summarization, and information extraction.

HLT-NAACL 2003 will run from Tuesday May 27 through Sunday
June 1, 2003. Its sessions will include technical presentations
of peer-reviewed (full) papers, late-breaking (short) papers,
posters, and system demonstrations. Invited speakers and
panelists will discuss the state of today's human language
technology. Tutorials will be presented on various aspects
of Human Language Technology (including Information Retrieval,
Speech Processing, and Natural Language Processing). The
conference will host workshops on various topics, including
a workshop organized by and devoted to graduate students.



HLT-NAACL 2003 combines the conference series of HLT and NAACL
(North American Chapter of the Association for Computational
Linguistics). As an experiment in encouraging synergy and
reducing "conference overload", the organizers of HLT and the
NAACL Executive agreed to a combined conference in 2003. The
conference provides a unified forum for researchers to present
recent, high-quality, cutting-edge work, to exchange ideas,
and to explore emerging new research directions.

As described in the calls for submissions of papers and
demonstrations at http://www.htl-naacl03.org, the conference
especially encourages reports of work on synergistic combinations
of language technologies (e.g., Speech Processing with
Information Retrieval, Machine Translation with Speech, Question
Answering with Natural Language Processing, etc.). Papers that
announce or accompany new resources or available software are
also especially encouraged. In addition, the conference will
give special consideration to papers that address a special
topic: New approaches to and uses of unsupervised and lightly
supervised learning techniques.

The conference organization is overseen by a board representing
the North American Chapter of the Association for Computational
Linguistics (NAACL), ACM SIGIR, the International Speech
Communication Association (ISCA), and HLT funding agencies in
North America.

IMPORTANT DATES

Dec 16, 2002 Due: full papers; proposals for tutorials and workshops
Feb 24, 2003 Notification of acceptance of full papers, tutorials,

and workshops
Mar 7 Due: late-breaking short papers, posters, demos, and

workshop papers
Apr 4 Due: camera-ready full papers
Apr 4 Notification of acceptance of late-breaking submissions
Apr 17 Due: camera-ready late-breaking submissions
May 27-Jun 1 Conference:

Tue May 27 Tutorials
Wed-Fri May 28-30 Conference proper
Sat-Sun May 31-Jun 1 Workshops

CONFERENCE VENUE

The conference will be held in Edmonton, Canada, at the Westin Edmonton
hotel (www.thewestinedmonton.com, tel. (780) 426-3636). Accommodation
will also be provided at dormitories of the University of Alberta and
at other nearby hotels.

Edmonton is home to more than 10,000 acres of parkland and the world's
largest indoor mall. In the heart of downtown, the Westin Edmonton is
one of the city's premier hotels, located near the arts district,
theaters, and shopping. Special low room rates (approx $US 75) have
been negotiated.

The conference will take place in late Spring, during which Edmonton
usually enjoys good weather. For information about the city, visit
http://www.gov.edmonton.ab.ca/. A visual tour of the city appears at



http://www.vredmonton.com/.

CONFERENCE COMMITTEES

General chair: Eduard Hovy (USC / Information Sciences Institute)
Program co-chairs: Marti Hearst (UC Berkeley),

Mari Ostendorf (U Washington)
Local Arrangements chair: Dekang Lin (U of Alberta)

Program Committee: To be announced
Demonstration Co-chairs: Bob Frederking (CMU); Bob Younger (SPAWAR)
Workshop Co-chairs: TBD
Tutorial Co-chairs: TBD
Website: http://www.hlt-naacl03.org

Conference Oversight Committee: Donna Harman (NIST), Lynette Hirschman
(NAACL/MITRE), Graeme Hirst (NAACL/U Toronto; chair), Karen Kukich (NSF),
John Prange (ARDA), Dragomir Radev (NAACL/U Michigan), Salim Roukos (IBM),
Charles Wayne (DARPA), David Yarowsky (Johns Hopkins U)

CALL FOR PROPOSALS

Summer Workshop on Language Engineering
Johns Hopkins University
July 14-August 22, 2003

The Center for Language and Speech Processing at the Johns Hopkins
University invites research proposals for a Summer Workshop on Language
Engineering, to be held in Baltimore, MD, USA, from July 14 to August 22,
2003.

The deadline for submitting proposals is October 15, 2002.

You may already have a good idea about the purpose of these summer
workshops, which we have hosted every year since 1995: We attempt to
identify specific research topics (suitable for a six week team exploration)
on which progress is needed to advance the state of the art in various
fields of Language Engineering such as:

* Speech recognition
* Trans-lingual information detection and extraction
* Machine translation
* Speech synthesis

* Information retrieval
* Topic detection and tracking
* Text summarization
* Question answering

The research topics of the participating teams in previous workshops can
serve as a good example (see http://www.clsp.jhu.edu/workshops). Having
identified such topics through the review process described below, we then



attempt to get the best researchers to collaboratively work on them.
You may also have a good idea about the typical participants of these summer
workshops: the workshops bring together diverse teams of leading researchers
and students. The senior participants in the workshop are university
professors and industrial and governmental researchers working in widely
dispersed locations. The graduate students are familiar with the field and
are selected in accordance with their demonstrated performance, usually by
the senior researchers. The undergraduates, selected through a national
search, are entering seniors who are new to the field and who have shown
outstanding academic promise.
We are soliciting proposals for research projects from a wide range of
academic and government institutions, as well as from industry. An
independent panel of experts will screen all proposals received by the
deadline for suitability to the workshop goals and format. Results of this
screening will be announced no later than October 23, 2002. Proposals
passing this initial screening will be presented to a peer-review panel that
will meet in Baltimore on November 8 - 10, 2002. One or two authors of the
screened proposals and other leading researchers will be invited to this
meeting. It is expected that the proposals will be revised at this meeting
to address any outstanding concerns or new ideas. Out of these panel reviews
and ensuing discussion, three research topics will finally be selected for
the 2003 workshop. Authors of successful proposals will typically be the
team leaders.
Would you be interested and available to participate in the 2003 Summer
Workshop? If so, we ask that you submit a one-page research proposal for
consideration, detailing the problem to be addressed and a rough work agenda
for the workshop. If your proposal passes the initial screening, we will
invite you to join us for the organizational meeting in Baltimore (as our
guest) for further discussions aimed at consensus. If a topic in your area
of interest is chosen as one of the three or four to be pursued next summer,
we expect you to be available for participation in the six-week workshop. We
are not asking for an ironclad commitment at this juncture, just a good
faith understanding that if a project in your area of interest is chosen,
you will want to have an active role in pursuing it.

Proposals may be faxed (410-516-5050), sent via e-mail (sec@clsp.jhu.edu) or
via regular mail (CLSP, Johns Hopkins University, 320 Barton Hall, 3400 N.
Charles St., Barton 320, Baltimore, MD 21218).

ISCA Tutorial and Research Workshop

Error Handling in Spoken Dialogue Systems

Preliminary Call for Participation

Location: Hotel Roc et Neige
http://www.cm.be/images/intersoc/Chateau/chateaug.htm
Chateau-d'Oex-Vaud, Switzerland
http://www.skiswitzerland.com/chateau/chateau.htm

August 28-31, 2003

Workshop website: http://www.speech.kth.se/error/
Webmaster: Gabriel Skantze



Supported by:
CLIF (Computational Linguistics in Flanders)

Aims:

Spoken dialogue systems in real applications as well as research have
attracted increased attention in recent years. With the limitations
of current speech technologies, both for recognition and understanding
and for speech generation, this interest in `real' systems has led to
an increased awareness in the problems raised by system errors,
especially in recognizing user input, and the consequent confusion
they may lead to for both users and the system itself over the
dialogue. The need to devise better strategies for detecting problems
in human-machine dialogues and then dealing with them gracefully has
become paramount for spoken dialogue systems.

This workshop will consider all aspects of how systems can detect and
recover from problems in spoken dialogue systems. We will address
questions such as:

What can we learn from errors in human-human and wizard-of-Oz systems
that will help us to handle error in human-machine dialogue systems?

How do systems detect when a dialogue is `going wrong'? How do they
define such conditions? What factors are the key contributors to and
indicators of `bad' dialogues?

How do systems identify their own errors? What are the most important
causes of such errors, from the user side (e.g. non-native accent,
hyperarticulated speaking style, gender, age) and from the system side
(e.g. inappropriate prompts)? How difficult is it to determine the
causes of particular error?

How can we predict which dialogues will be successful? How should we
define `success'? What features can best predict it?

What mechanisms can be devised to allow systems to recover from error
gracefully? Can we devise adaptive strategies to identify patterns of
error and respond accordingly?

What sorts of behavior do users exhibit when faced with system errors?
Can these be taken into account in error handling?

What measures (better prompts, anticipation of likely error, better
help information) can be taken to minimize possible errors?

Papers are invited on innovations in ways that systems can detect
their own errors (e.g. through features such as ASR confidence
scores); on methods for evaluating spoken dialogue systems that
include system errors and error recovery as a major component; on
strategies for determining on-line when dialogues are `going wrong';
on mechanisms for recovering once errors are detected; on laboratory
and corpus-based studies of human behavior relevant to human-machine
problem detection/recovery; on methods for minimizing dialogue
problems (e.g. by varying dialogue strategy, system prompts).
Position papers are also invited for a special session on aspects of
error handling are most in need of additional attention and to propose
research approaches in such areas.

Important Dates:



Submissions due: March 1, 2003.
Notification of Acceptance: April 15, 2003
Deadline for Early Registration: April 18, 2003
Deadline for Regular Registration: June 1, 2003
Deadline for Final Papers: June 1, 2003
Workshop: August 28-31, 2003.

Submission requirements:

Abstracts of no more than 800 words in length (please state whether
this is a submission to a regular session or to the special session on
future research) should be submitted electronically by March 1.
Details for submssion will be available at
http://www.speech.kth.se/error/

Workshop Location:

Hotel Roc et Neige
(http://www.cm.be/images/intersoc/Chateau/chateaug.htm) in the town of
Chateau-d'Oex-Vaud (http://www.skiswitzerland.com/chateau/chateau.htm)
in the 'alpes vaudoises' in the Lake Geneva region of Switzerland.

Accommodation and Registration Fees: TBA

Proceedings:

Workshop proceedings will be available upon registration at the
conference center and subsequently on the workshop web site.

Language:

The official language of the workshop will be English.

ISCA

The International Speech Communication Association (ISCA) is a
non-profit organization for promoting Speech Communication Science and
Technology internationally. For membership and other information,
please contact the ISCA secretariat at:

c/o Institut fuer Communikationsforschung und Phonetik
Universitaet Bonn
Poppelsdorfer Allee 47
D-53115 Bonn, Germany
Tel: (+49) 228-735638
Fax: (+49) 228-735639
Email: info@isca-speech.org
URL: http://www.isca-speech.org

This workshop is endorsed by CLIF (Computational Linguistics in Flanders).

Organizing Committee:

Rolf Carlson, KTH
Julia Hirschberg, Columbia University and

AT&T Labs -- Research
Marc Swerts, University of Antwerp and

Technische Universiteit Eindhoven

International Scientific Committee:



Linda Bell, Telia Research
Lou Boves, Nijmegen University
Susan Brennan, SUNY Stony Brook
Jim Glass, MIT
Yasuhiro Katagiri, ATR
Emiel Krahmer, Tillburg University
Diane Litman, University of Pittsburgh
Elmar Noeth, Erlangen University
Norbert Reithinger, DFKI
Sophie Rosset, LIMSI
Alex Rudnicky, CMU
Elizabeth Shriberg, SRI
Marilyn Walker, AT&T Labs--Research
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