Appendix 2

ISCA Distinguished Lecturers Program
Announcement for 2011
Purpose
ISCA started the Distinguished Lecturers Program in 2006. The purpose is to send Distinguished Lecturers to travel to different parts of the world to give lectures to help promote research activities on speech science and technologies. 
Distinguished Lecturers for 2011
2 Distinguished Lecturers have been selected for 2011-2012: 
(1) Prof. Jeff Bilmes, University of Washington, Seattle WA USA.
Proposed lecture topics:
(a) “Dynamic Graphical Models (HMMs, Dynamic Bayesian Networks, CRFs, and beyond)”
(b) “Non-verbal voiced-based human-computer interfaces”
(c) “Submodular functions and their application to speech and language processing”
(d) “Dynamic Graphical Models used as a comparison of models and techniques useful for both  speech and language processing and computational biology. “
(2) Professor Prof. John Hansen,  University of Texas at Dallas, Dallas TX USA
Proposed lecture topics:
(a) “Robust Speech Recognition: Overview & Advancements for Noise, Stress, and Lombard Effect”
(b) “Speaker Recognition: Overcoming Speaker Variability and Train/Test Mismatch”
(c) “Speech and In-Vehicle Systems: Robust Speech Systems which reduce Cognitive Loads for Drivers”
(d) “Spoken Document Retrieval: SpeechFind and how to address effective Historical Audio Archives from the past 110 years”
Total of 2 Distinguished Lecturers are available in 2012, Jan 1 to Dec 31.
Regions Covered by the Program
    ISCA Board has identified the following regions as under-represented in ISCA programs and covered by this program: Africa, China, India, Eastern Europe, Latin America, South and West Asia.
Distinguished Lecturers Tours
Distinguished Lecturers Tours are arranged by ISCA upon invitation only. The local hosts should be responsible for making and funding the local arrangements including accommodation and meals, and ISCA will pay travel costs. A Distinguished Lecturer Tour is realizable when at least three lectures, preferably in at least two different cities in the regions defined above, can be arranged.
To Arrange a Distinguished Lecturer Tour
    The local hosts wishing to arrange a Distinguished Lecturer Tour should contact Satoshi Nakamura (s-nakamura@is.naist.jp), the chair of the ISCA Geographical Outreach Committee. It may be helpful but not necessary if the local hosts can contact the Distinguished Lecturers directly for detailed arrangements such as travel schedule and lecture titles. But the final decision will be made by the ISCA Geographical Outreach Committee considering the travel funds available.
More Details
    More details of this Program can be found at ISCA website,

(http://www.isca-speech.org/iscaweb/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=62&Itemid=7)
